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Introduction 
 

Every child has the right to an education. Article 28 

Every child has the right to be respected. Article 12 

 
Geography teaches an understanding of places and environments. At Alexandra Infant School 

we feel it vitally important that children learn about their local area and compare their life in 

this area with that in other regions in the United Kingdom and in the rest of the world. We teach 

them how to draw and interpret maps and to develop their skills of research, investigation, 

analysis and problem-solving. Through their growing knowledge and understanding of human 

geography, children gain an appreciation of life in other cultures. 

Children at Alexandra Infant School are given the opportunity to study and discuss places and 

environments so that they can make sense of the world around them. 

 

 

Intent: 
A high-quality geography education should inspire in pupils a curiosity and fascination about 

the world and its people that will remain with them for the rest of their lives. Teaching should 

equip pupils with knowledge about diverse places, people, resources and natural and human 

environments, together with a deep understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human 

processes. As pupils’ progress, their growing knowledge about the world should help them to 

deepen their understanding of the interaction between physical and human processes, and of 

the formation and use of landscapes and environments. Geographical knowledge, 

understanding and skills provide the framework and approaches that explain how the Earth’s 

features at different scales are shaped, interconnected and change over time. 

 

Objectives: 

 To enable children to gain knowledge and understanding of places in the world. 

 To increase children’s knowledge of other cultures and, in so doing, teach a respect 

and understanding of what it means to be a positive citizen in a multi-cultural country.  

 To allow children to learn graphic skills, including how to use, draw and interpret maps.  

 To enable children to know and understand environmental problems at a local, regional 

and global level.  

 To encourage in children a commitment to sustainable development, and an 

appreciation of what ‘global citizenship’ means.  

 To develop in children a variety of other skills, including those of enquiry, problem-

solving, ICT, investigation, and that of presenting their conclusions in the most 

appropriate way.  

 

 

Implementation: 
 

Coverage and Planning 
Our planning is based on a long-term curriculum map, medium-term plans and weekly 

planning. Our long-term curriculum map sets out the geography topics studied in each term 

during each key stage (EYFS, Key Stage 1 & Provision classes). In some cases, we combine the 

study of geography with work in other subject areas where applicable.  

We plan the topics in geography so that students build upon prior learning. Children of all 

abilities have the opportunity to develop their skills and knowledge in each unit and, through 

planned progression, we offer them an increasing challenge as they move throughout the 

classes in the school. (EYFS and Key Stage 1) 

(Please see appendix for overview) 



 

Resources 
Alexandra Infants have sufficient resources in our school to be able to teach all the geography 

units in the 2014 National Curriculum. We have a designated area within the school that all staff 

members are aware of and know that they can go to this area to find resources that support 

their topic. Teaching staff will be able to request new resources required throughout the year 

through the school’s subject leader.   

 

 

Teaching and Learning  
The school uses a variety of teaching and learning styles in geography lessons. The main aims 

are to develop skills and understanding as well as developing their knowledge of geography. 

We do this through a mixture of whole-class teaching and individual/group activities. Within 

lessons, we give children the opportunity both to work on their own and to collaborate with 

others, listening to other children’s ideas and sharing their own prior knowledge on a topic. They 

can use a wide range of materials and resources, including ICT.In each key stage (EYFS, Key 

Stage 1 & Provision) when appropriate we give children the opportunity to attend school trips 

that support their topic.  

 

How we support pupils within our ASD Provision 
We aim to provide opportunities for all of our learners to develop key geographical skills through 

practical activities tailored to our children’s needs. The use of symbols / communicate in print / 

pictures helps develop language and topic-related vocabulary. Practical exploration allows 

the children to develop understanding of the world around them.   

 

Additional Guidance 
Staff training and inset days to ensure teachers have required subject knowledge and to ensure 

that staff are kept up to date with any changes in the national curriculum in regard to 

geography. 

 

 

Impact: 
 

Assessment 
It is expected that work will be assessed in keeping with the school’s assessment policy. We 

assess the children’s work in geography by making informal judgements as we observe the 

children during lessons.   

 

Work will be differentiated by ability and once children have completed a piece of work it will 

be marked according to the school marking policy. Where appropriate, children should be 

provided with feedback which allows them to focus on the next steps in their learning. After 

receiving feedback in their books, children should have the opportunity to respond to it if 

appropriate at the beginning of the next lesson.  

 

 

 

Monitoring and Review 
The Subject Leader is responsible for the monitoring and regular review of their subject area 

(reference Roles and Responsibilities document). This information is shared with the Senior 

Leadership Team and Governors. 

 

This policy was written by: Vicky Smith 

Date agreed: May 2021 

 

This policy will be reviewed annually by the Subject Leader, the next review will be: May 2022 



Appendix 
 

 

Year  Programme of Study  
EYFS Early learning Goals 

-Children know about similarities and differences in relation to places, 

objects, materials and living things. They talk about the features of their own 

immediate environment and how environments might vary from one 

another. They make observations of animals and plants and explain why 

some things occur, and talk about changes.  

 

Expectations of skills  

Talk about features of the immediate environment and how environments 

may differ from one another. 

-Know about similarities in relation to places, objects, materials and living 

things. 

-Make observations about animals and plants and explain why some things 

occur. 

-Talk about changes in environments. 

 
Year 1 Programme of Study  

Devise a simple map; and use and construct basic symbols in a key. 
- Use simple compass directions and locational and directional language to 

describe the location and features and routes on a map. 
- Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of 

their school and its grounds and the key human and physical features of its 

surrounding environment. 
-Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their 

school and its grounds and the key human and physical features of its 

surrounding environment. 
- Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of 

their school and its grounds and the key human and physical features of its 

surrounding environment. 
-Use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and 

basic human and physical features. 
-Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its 

Countries. 
-Name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital 

cities of the United Kingdom and its surrounding seas. 
-Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to key human features. 

 
Expectations of skills   

. Ask and answer geographical questions. 
-Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of the 

school and the key human and physical features of its surrounding 

environment. 
- Use aerial images and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and 

basic physical features. 
-Name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital 

cities of the United Kingdom and its surrounding seas. 
- Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom. 
-Identify land use around the school. 
- Devise a simple map; and use and construct basic symbols in a key. 

 

 



Year 2 Programme of Study  
Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the 

location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and 

the North and South poles. 
-Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to key physical features and 

key human features. 
- Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the countries, continents 

and oceans studied. 
- Understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the 

human and physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom, and 

of a small area in a contrasting non-European country. 
Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify countries, continents and 

oceans studied. 
-Name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans. 
- Use simple compass directions and locational and directional language to 

describe the location of features and routes on a map. 
- Devise a simple map and use and construct basic symbols in a key. 

 
Expectations of skills   

-Identify the key features of a location in order to say whether it is a town, 

city, and village, coastal or rural area. 
- Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its 

countries, as well as the countries, continents and oceans studied. 
-Name and locate the world’s continents and oceans. 
-Understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the 

human and physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom and 

of a contrasting non-European country. 
-Identify the location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the 

Equator and the North and South Poles. 
- Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to key physical and human 

features. 
-Use compass directions and locational language to describe the location 

of features and routes on a map. 
-Use simple grid references. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


