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Introduction 
 

Every child has the right to an education. Article 28 

Every child has the right to be respected. Article 12 

 

At Alexandra Infant School we believe that the teaching of History is vital. We believe that it is 

important that children learn to value their own and other people’s cultures in modern, 

multicultural Britain and, by considering how people lived in the past, they are better able to 

make their own life choices today. We teach children to understand how events in the past 

have influenced our lives today; through the study of history, children make sense of their world 

and enrich their understanding of it.  

 

 

Intent: 
We aim to teach children to understand how past events have influenced our lives today and 

encourage children, through investigation, to develop the skills of enquiry, analysis, 

interpretation and problem-solving.   Providing children with exciting and engaging links with 

the community and memorable experiences enhances their learning. Through this, pupils gain 

a coherent knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider world. It should 

inspire pupils’ curiosity to know more about the past. History helps pupils to understand the 

complexity of people’s lives, the process of change, the diversity of societies and relationships 

between different groups, as well as their own identity and the challenges of their time. 

 

Objectives: 

 To foster in children an interest in the past and to develop an understanding that 

enables them to enjoy all that history offers. 

 To enable children to know about significant events in British history and to appreciate 

how things have changed over time.  

 To develop a sense of chronology. 

 To have some knowledge and understanding of historical development in the wider 

world.  

 To help children understand society and their place within it so that they develop a 

sense of their cultural heritage.  

 To develop in children the skills of enquiry, investigation, analysis, evaluation and 

problem-solving. 

 

 

Implementation: 
 

Coverage and Planning  
History is taught in line with the National curriculum. At Alexandra Infant School we provide 

children with a broad and balanced curriculum. Through topic-based learning children 

develop the skills and understanding of the past. They learn to analyse, enquire and become 

curious about the world around them. 

 

Planning is based on a long-term curriculum map, medium-term plans and weekly planning. 

Our long-term curriculum map sets out the history topics studied in each term during each key 

stage (EYFS, Key Stage 1 & Provision classes). In some cases, we combine the study of history 

with work in other subject areas where applicable.  

 

We plan the topics in history so that they build upon prior learning. Children of all abilities have 

the opportunity to develop their skills and knowledge in each unit and, through planned 



progression, we offer them an increasing challenge as they move throughout the classes in the 

school. (EYFS, Key Stage 1 & Provision classes) 

Early Years 
History falls within ‘knowledge and understanding of the world’ aspect of the Foundation Stage 

and children will find out about past and present events relevant to their own lives and family. 

In the Foundation Stage, historical study will start from pupils’ own experiences and from those 

of their immediate family e.g. creating a timeline from their birth to the present day, 

grandparents sharing experiences of their childhood. 

Key Stage One 
Pupils are taught: 

 To place events and objects in chronological order. 

 To use common words and phrases relating to the passing of time. 

 To recognise why people did things, why events happen and what happened as a result. 

 To identify differences between ways of life at different times. 

 To identify different ways in which the past is represented. 

 How to find out about the past. 

 To ask and answer questions about the past. 

 To select from their knowledge of history and communicate it in a variety of ways. 

 

How we support pupils within our ASD Provision 
We aim to provide opportunities for all of our learners to develop key historical knowledge and 

skills through practical activities tailored to our children’s needs. The use of symbols / 

communicate in print / pictures helps develop language and topic-related vocabulary. 

 

Resources 
Alexandra Infants have sufficient resources in our school to be able to teach all the history units 

in the 2014 National Curriculum. We have a designated area within the school that all staff 

members are aware of and know that they can go to this area to find resources that support 

their topic. Teaching staff will be able to request new resources required throughout the year 

through the school’s subject leader.   

 

Teaching and Learning  
The school uses a variety of teaching and learning styles in history lessons. The main aims are to 

develop skills and understanding as well as developing their knowledge of history. We do this 

through a mixture of whole-class teaching and individual/group activities. Within lessons, we 

give children the opportunity both to work on their own and to collaborate with others, listening 

to other children’s ideas and sharing their own prior knowledge on a topic. They can use a wide 

range of materials and resources, including ICT.In each key stage (EYFS, Key Stage 1 & 

Provision) when appropriate we give children the opportunity to visit sites of historical 

significance and we encourage visitors to come into the school and talk about their 

experiences of events in the past. 

 

Additional Guidance 

Staff training and inset days to ensure teachers have required subject knowledge and to ensure 

that staff are kept up to date with any changes in the National Curriculum in regard to history. 

 

 

Impact: 

 

Assessment 
To assess pupils' progress in history we:  

 



 Gather evidence of what individual pupils know, understand and can do in history by 

observing them at work, listening to and discussing with them, and evaluating any work they 

produce. 

 Report annually to parents on how well the pupil has achieved, what s/he does well and what 

is needed to bring further improvements. 

 

We assess the children’s work in history by making informal judgements as we observe the 

children during lessons.   

Work will be differentiated by ability and once children have completed a piece of work it will 

be marked according to the school marking policy. Where appropriate, children should be 

provided with feedback which allows them to focus on the next steps in their learning. After 

receiving feedback in their books, children should have the opportunity to respond to it if 

appropriate at the beginning of the next lesson.  

 

 

 

Monitoring and Review 
The Subject Leader is responsible for the monitoring and regular review of their subject area 

(reference Roles and Responsibilities document). This information is shared with the Senior 

Leadership Team and Governors. 

 

This policy was written by: Vicky Smith 

Date agreed: May 2021 
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