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Intent: 
 

Every child has the right to relax, play and take part in a wide range of cultural and artistic 

activities. Article 31 

Every child has the right to an education. Article 28 

 

It is our intent for the RE curriculum at Alexander Infant School to engage, inspire, challenge 

and encourage pupils, equipping them with the knowledge and skills to answer challenging 

questions through a curriculum that is accessible to all. At AIS, R.E. is taught in line with the 

statutory requirements of the Early Years Foundation Stage and National Curriculum. We follow 

the Bromley RE syllabus which encourages children to explore and express their own responses 

and personal beliefs. 

 

 

Aims and Objectives 

We aim to make meaningful connections across the curriculum, building on the foundations of 

practical experiences and encouraging children to become independent learners.  It 

underpins all our teaching and learning.  

 

Through Religious Education we aim to:  

 

 Contribute to the spiritual, moral, social, cultural and intellectual development of the 

children by helping them to learn about religion and learn from religion  

 Develop pupils’ knowledge and understanding of Christianity and other principal 

religions and other world views different to their own 

 Develop respect for and sensitivity to others, in particular those whose faith, traditions, 

beliefs and values are different from their own 

 Help pupils explore and test their own beliefs and to learn about those of fellow pupils 

 express and explore pupils’ own responses to ultimate questions about the meaning and 

purpose of life, the self and the nature of reality, issues of right and wrong, and what it 

means to be human 

 Explore pupils’ own beliefs, values and traditions 

 articulate pupils’ own and others’ views, ideas and beliefs on a range of contemporary 

issues 

 Explore the influence of family, friends, media, teachings, texts and guidance from 

moral/religious leaders on beliefs, moral choices and identity 

 Enable children to investigate and reflect on some of the most fundamental questions 

asked  

 The religious background of all members of the school community will be valued and 

there will be sensitivity towards the feelings, needs and opinions of others  

 

Implementation: 
 

Coverage and Planning  

The schemes of work for Religious Education outlines in detail how the subject is planned in 

each year group with close reference to the National Curriculum, PSHE guidelines and Early 

Learning Goals. Religious Education is inclusive and relevant to all pupils so that they can 

consider the ‘Big Questions’ concerning issues and concepts which relate to themselves and 

the local community. Learning is planned around the ‘Big Questions’ that relate to ‘Thinking, 

Believing and Living’ and encourage meaningful conversations that are inclusive and 

accessible to all pupils. Our RE curriculum reflects the fact that the religious traditions of Great 

Britain are, in the main, Christian whilst including the teaching and practices of the other 

principle religions and worldviews represented in Great Britain, and reflect the make-up of the 

local Community. 

 



Coverage is approached in a wide variety of ways. It includes a balance between learning 

about religions and learning from religions.  These include:  

 

 Visiting local places of worship and encouraging visitors from faith communities  

 Using art, music, dance, drama and role-play.  

 Children experiencing time of quiet reflection to develop their own thoughts and ideas  

 Class discussions  

 Using a wide variety of stories, pictures, photographs and appropriate related internet web-

sites  

 Using artefacts to help children develop their understanding of religious beliefs and forms of 

expression  

 Discussing religious and philosophical questions giving reasons for their own beliefs and those 

of others.  

 Learning to recognise key religious symbols, objects, events, people and places.  

 Moral issues (links with P.S.H.E)  

 Developing the use of ICT in helping children’s awareness of religions and beliefs  

 sources from Christianity, the other principal religions and worldviews represented in Britain 

and in the local community 

 

Religious Education will also contribute to the ‘Prevent Duty’ agenda in schools by: 

 

• promoting racial and religious respect and harmony 

• celebrating diversity in society through understanding differences 

• offering opportunities for personal reflection and spiritual development 

• supporting pupils to value themselves and others 

 

Resources 
A wide variety of Religious Education resources are available in the RE Subject Leader 

cupboard opposite the Star Light.  Resources include Teacher resource books, Artefacts and 

laminated pictures, and role play costumes.  The R.E. Subject Leader is responsible for 

maintaining the resources  

 

 

Teaching and Learning  
Children in Key Stage 1 should be encouraged to use subject specific language, enabling them 

to: 

• Be taught the names of key figures, festivals and symbols  

• Communicate their ideas with clarity  

• Listen and respond to the views and ideas of others  

 

The two attainment targets for RE are: 

 

AT1: Learning about Religions: knowledge and understanding 

This covers the skills and processes necessary for children to develop knowledge and 

understanding of the religious beliefs, teaching and practices of Christianity, Islam, Hinduism 

and Judaism (KS1). This area is often described as explicit RE because it deals directly with 

religious beliefs. 

AT2: Learning from Religion: explore, reflect on and respond to religious beliefs, values and 

experiences. 

AT2 is concerned with the response of the individual children to what they are learning in RE. It 

values both what the child brings with them to RE, and what they learn from it. It encourages 



reflection and the sharing of ideas and concerns. This ‘implicit’ RE explores a range of human 

experiences such as feelings of joy, fear, hope, loneliness, compassion and anger, regardless of 

the personal beliefs of that individual. It enables children to recognise the fundamental 

questions about life’s meanings and purpose and to explore a variety of responses to those 

questions by religions through the ages. 

 

In Key Stage One, RE is taught as a discrete subject and is allocated 1 hour per week of 

teaching time. In EYFS, RE is taught through a themed topic approach. The Bromley RE Syllabus 

whole school planning document shows progression and coverage for each year group. This 

plan links weekly RE themes to the Agreed Syllabus for Bromley. RE is also found in other aspects 

of school life such as PSHE, celebrating festivals, collective worship, class discussions and circle 

times or stories with a moral or cultural theme. 

 

How we support pupils within our ASD Provision 
We aim to provide opportunities for all of our learners to understand the practices of different 

world religions through sensory play, art, music and dance. The hands on and engaging 

activities are tailored to our learners’ individual needs. 

 

 

Impact: 

 

Assessment 
Continuity and progression is inbuilt within the curriculum taught at Alexandra Infant School and 

is monitored by The Subject Leader, through class observations, scrutiny of work and child 

interviews. In EYFS, assessments are made using the Early Years Foundation Stage Profile within 

the area of Understanding the World.  

The RE curriculum clarifies the progression in learning, specifying how the units fit together to 

help pupils develop their skills and add to their key knowledge to build an understanding. Each 

unit adds to the enquiry question(s), defines the relevant previous key knowledge that is 

required, as well as the intended knowledge and skills outcomes in accordance with the 

Religious Education Skills Spectrum. 

 

 

Monitoring and Review 
The Subject Leader is responsible for the monitoring and regular review of their subject area 

(reference Roles and Responsibilities document). This information is shared with the Senior 

Leadership Team and Governors. 

 

 

This policy was written by: Clare McKenna 

Date agreed: May 2021 

 

This policy will be reviewed annually by the Subject Leader, the next review will be: May 2022 
 

 

 

 

 


