
Alexandra Infant School 
Subject: English 

 

 

Reception 
Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

All About Me 

To complete baseline 

assessments to assess what 

the children already know in 

this area.  

 

Text:  

Owl babies 

Anna Hibiscus’ Song 

Supertato 

Non-fiction books about 

people who help us 

 

Writing genres 

Captions 

Lists 

Labels 

Recounts 

Poems 

Let’s Celebrate 

Text: 

Oh No George 

Rama and Sita 

Nativity 

 

Writing genres 

Recounts 

Character descriptions 

Stories with familiar 

settings 

Lists 

Letter writing 

Poems  

 

Terrific Tales 

Text:  

Goldilocks & the three 

bears 

Jack and the Bean Stalk 

Three Little Pigs 

 

Writing genres 

Recounts 

Instructions 

Character descriptions 

Stories based on 

traditional tales 

Letter writing 

All Aboard 

Text:  

Naughty Bus 

No Dinner 

Bedtime for monsters  

 

Writing genres 

Recounts 

Stories with different 

settings 

Poems 

Stories based on 

traditional tales 

Non-chronological 

reports 

 

The Great Outdoors  

Text:  

Yucky worms 

What the Ladybird 

Heard  

The Very Hungry 

Caterpillar  

 

Writing genres 

Recounts 

Non- fiction  

Instructions 

Stories with familiar 

settings 
 

Fun at the Seaside 

Text:  

Stanley’s Stick 

The Storm Whale 

Seaside Poems 

Seaside Holidays Then 

and Now 

 

Writing genres 

Recounts 

Non-fiction 

Stories with familiar 

settings 

Poems 

 

Reading – ref Development Matters  
A child in Reception should: 

 

• Read individual letters by saying the sounds for them. 

• Blend sounds into words, so that they can read short words made up of known letter-sound correspondences. 

• Read some letter groups that each represent one sound and say sounds for them. 

• Read a few common exception words matched to the school’s phonic programme. 

• Read simple phrases and sentences made up of words with known letter–sound correspondences and, where necessary, a few exception words. 

• Re-read these books to build up their confidence in word reading, their fluency and their understanding and enjoyment. 

Early Learning Goals: 
Comprehension 
 

• Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories and narratives using their own words and recently introduced vocabulary. 

• Anticipate (where appropriate) key events in stories. 

• Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions about stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems and during role play. 

 Word reading 

• Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs. 
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• Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound-blending. 

• Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with their phonic knowledge, including some common exception words. 
 

Writing 

 

A child in Reception should: 
 

• Form lower-case and capital letters correctly. 

• Spell words by identifying the sounds and then writing the sound with letter/s. 

• Write short sentences with words with known letter-sound correspondences using a capital letter and full stop. 

• Re-read what they have written to check that it makes sense. 

Early Learning Goals: 
 

Writing 

• Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed. 

• Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the sounds with a letter or letters. 

• Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others.  
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Year 1 
Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Topic: Marvellous Me 
 
Text: Peace at Last 
The Tiger who came to Tea 
 
Writing genres: 
Captions 
Lists 
Labels  
Stories in familiar settings 
Stories based on traditional 
tales 

Topic: Dinosaur Planet 
 
Text: Where the Wild Things 
Are 
 
Writing genres: 
Non-chronological reports 
Character descriptions 
Poems 

Topic: Splendid Skies 
 
Text: The Rascally Cake 
Handa’s Surprise 
 
Writing genres: 
Lists 
Recounts 
Instructions 
 

Topic: Moon Zoom 
 
Text: Beegu 
Bob Man on the Moon 
 
Writing genres: 
Character descriptions 
Letter writing 
Poems 

Topic: Superheroes 
 
Text: Traction Man 
 
Writing genres: 
Character descriptions 
Stories in familiar settings 
 

Topic: Woodland Adventure 
 
Text: The Little Red Hen 
The Enormous Turnip 
 
Writing genres: 
Stories based on traditional 
tales 
 

Reading 
Word reading  To apply phonic knowledge and skills as the route to decode words 

 To respond speedily with the correct sound to graphemes (letters or groups of letters) for all 40+ phonemes, including, where applicable, alternative sounds for 

graphemes 

 To read accurately by blending sounds in unfamiliar words containing GPCs that have been taught 

 To read common exception words, noting unusual correspondences between spelling and sound and where these occur in the word 

 To read words containing taught GPCs and –s, –es, –ing, –ed, –er and –est endings 

 To read other words of more than one syllable that contain taught GPCs 

 To read words with contractions [for example, I’m, I’ll, we’ll], and understand that the apostrophe represents the omitted letter(s) 

 To read aloud accurately books that are consistent with their developing phonic knowledge and that do not require them to use other strategies to work out words 

 To re-read these books to build up their fluency and confidence in word reading. 

Comprehension Develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and understanding by: 

 listening to and discussing a wide range of poems, stories and non-fiction at a level beyond that at which they can read independently 

 being encouraged to link what they read or hear read to their own experiences 

 becoming very familiar with key stories, fairy stories and traditional tales, retelling them and considering their particular characteristics 

 recognising and joining in with predictable phrases 

 learning to appreciate rhymes and poems, and to recite some by heart 

 discussing word meanings, linking new meanings to those already known 
 

To understand both the books they can already read accurately and fluently and those they listen to by: 

 drawing on what they already know or on background information and vocabulary provided by the teacher 

 checking that the text makes sense to them as they read and correcting inaccurate reading 
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 discussing the significance of the title and events 

 making inferences on the basis of what is being said and done 

 predicting what might happen on the basis of what has been read so far 
 

To participate in discussion about what is read to them, taking turns and listening to what others say 
To explain clearly their understanding of what is read to them. 

Writing 
Transcription Spell: 

 words containing each of the 40+ phonemes already taught 

 common exception words 

 the days of the week 
Name the letters of the alphabet: 

 naming the letters of the alphabet in order 

 using letter names to distinguish between alternative spellings of the same sound 
Add prefixes and suffixes: 

 using the spelling rule for adding –s or –es as the plural marker for nouns and the third person singular marker for verbs 

 using the prefix un– 

 using –ing, –ed, –er and –est where no change is needed in the spelling of root words [for example, helping, helped, helper, eating, quicker, quickest] 
Apply simple spelling rules and guidance, as listed in English Appendix 1 
Write from memory simple sentences dictated by the teacher that include words using the GPCs and common exception words taught so far. 

Composition Write sentences by: 

 saying out loud what they are going to write about 

 composing a sentence orally before writing it 

 sequencing sentences to form short narratives 

 re-reading what they have written to check that it makes sense 

 discuss what they have written with the teacher or other pupils 
Read aloud their writing clearly enough to be heard by their peers and the teacher. 

GPS Develop their understanding of the concepts set out in English Appendix 2 by:  

 leaving spaces between words 

 joining words and joining clauses using and  

 beginning to punctuate sentences using a capital letter and a full stop, question mark or exclamation mark  

 using a capital letter for names of people, places, the days of the week, and the personal pronoun ‘I’  

 learning the grammar for year 1 in English Appendix 2  

 use the grammatical terminology in English Appendix 2 in discussing their writing. 

Handwriting  To sit correctly at a table, holding a pencil comfortably and correctly 

 To begin to form lower-case letters in the correct direction, starting and finishing in the right place 

 form capital letters 

 form digits 0-9 
To understand which letters belong to which handwriting ‘families’ (i.e. letters that are formed in similar ways) and to practise these. 
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Year 2 
Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Topic: London 
 
Text: Katie in London 
Non-fiction reports 
 
Writing genres: 
Non-chronological reports 
Stories 
 
 
 
 

Topic: The Great Fire of 
London 
 
Text: Vlad and the Great Fire 
of London 
 
Writing genres: 
Diary entries  
Recounts 
Newspaper report 
Poems 
 

Topic: Kings and Queens 
 
Text: The Pea and the 
Princess 
George and the dragon 
 
Writing genres: 
Character descriptions 
Instructions 
 

Topic: Chocolate 
 
Text: Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory 
 
Writing genres: 
Diary entries  
Letters to characters 
 

Topic: Africa 
 
Text: The Leopard’s Drum 
Too Much Talk 
Anansi’s Tales 
 
Writing genres: 
Different versions of 
traditional tales 
Poems 
 

Topic: Explorers 
 
Text: Shackleton, 
Little People, Big Dreams: 
Amelia Earhart 
 
Writing genres: 
Biography 
Stories 
 

Reading 
Word reading • To continue to apply phonic knowledge and skills as the route to decode words until automatic decoding has become embedded and reading is fluent 

• To read accurately by blending the sounds in words that contain the graphemes taught so far, especially recognising alternative sounds for graphemes 
• To read accurately words of two or more syllables that contain the same graphemes as above 
• To read words containing common suffixes 
• To read further common exception words, noting unusual correspondences between spelling and sound and where these occur in the word 
• To read most words quickly and accurately, without overt sounding and blending, when they have been frequently encountered 
• To read aloud books closely matched to their improving phonic knowledge, sounding out unfamiliar words accurately, automatically and without undue hesitation 
• To re-read these books to build up their fluency and confidence in word reading. 

Comprehension Develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and understanding by: 

 listening to, discussing and expressing views about a wide range of contemporary and classic poetry, stories and non-fiction at a level beyond that at which they can 
read independently 

 discussing the sequence of events in books and how items of information are related 

 becoming increasingly familiar with and retelling a wider range of stories, fairy stories and traditional tales 

 being introduced to non-fiction books that are structured in different ways 

 recognising simple recurring literary language in stories and poetry 

 discussing and clarifying the meanings of words, linking new meanings to known vocabulary 

 discussing their favourite words and phrases 

 continuing to build up a repertoire of poems learnt by heart, appreciating these and reciting some, with appropriate intonation to make the meaning clear 

 understand both the books that they can already read accurately and fluently and those that they listen to by: 

 drawing on what they already know or on background information and vocabulary provided by the teacher 

 checking that the text makes sense to them as they read and correcting inaccurate reading 

 making inferences on the basis of what is being said and done 

 answering and asking questions 
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 predicting what might happen on the basis of what has been read so far 

 participate in discussion about books, poems and other works that are read to them and those that they can read for themselves, taking turns and listening to what 
others say 

 explain and discuss their understanding of books, poems and other material, both those that they listen to and those that they read for themselves. 

Writing 
Transcription Spell by: 

 segmenting spoken words into phonemes and representing these by graphemes, spelling many correctly 

 learning new ways of spelling phonemes for which one or more spellings are already known, and learn some words with each spelling, including a few common 
homophones 

 learning to spell common exception words 

 learning to spell more words with contracted forms 

 learning the possessive apostrophe (singular) [for example, the girl’s book] 

 distinguishing between homophones and near-homophones 
Add suffixes to spell longer words, including –ment, –ness, –ful, –less, –ly 
Apply spelling rules and guidance, as listed in English Appendix 1 
Write from memory simple sentences dictated by the teacher that include words using the GPCs, common exception words and punctuation taught so far. 

Composition Develop positive attitudes towards and stamina for writing by: 

 writing narratives about personal experiences and those of others (real and fictional) 

 writing about real events 

 writing poetry 

 writing for different purposes 
 

Consider what they are going to write before beginning by: 

 planning or saying out loud what they are going to write about 

 writing down ideas and/or key words, including new vocabulary 

 encapsulating what they want to say, sentence by sentence 
 

Make simple additions, revisions and corrections to their own writing by: 

 evaluating their writing with the teacher and other pupils 

 re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to indicate time are used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the continuous form 

 proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for example, ends of sentences punctuated correctly] 
 

Read aloud what they have written with appropriate intonation to make the meaning clear. 

GPS Develop their understanding of the concepts set out in English Appendix 2 by: 

 learning how to use both familiar and new punctuation correctly (see English Appendix 2), including full stops, capital letters, exclamation marks, question marks, 
commas for lists and apostrophes for contracted forms and the possessive (singular) Learn how to use: 

 sentences with different forms: statement, question, exclamation, command  

 expanded noun phrases to describe and specify [for example, the blue butterfly]  

 the present and past tenses correctly and consistently including the progressive form 

 subordination (using when, if, that, or because) and coordination (using or, and, or but)  

 the grammar for year 2 in English Appendix 2  
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 some features of written Standard English Use and understand the grammatical terminology in English Appendix 2 in discussing their writing 

Handwriting  To form lower-case letters of the correct size relative to one another 

 To start using some of the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join letters and understand which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left unjoined 

 To write capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation and relationship to one another and to lower case letters 

 To use spacing between words that reflects the size of the letters. 

 

 

  

http://www.alexandra-infants.org.uk/index.asp


Alexandra Infant School 
Subject: English 

 
 

 

Provision- Flamingo Class 
Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic: Rainforests 
 
Text:  
Flora and the Flamingo 
Only One You 

Here We Are 

Rumble in the Jungle 

Where the Wild Things Are  

 
Writing  
Gives meaning to the marks 
they make 
Pencil grip 
Pre-writing patterns 
Tracing letters in name 
Writing name 
Pencil grip 
Letter formation 

Topic: All About Me 
 
Text: 
Super Duper You! 

I Like Myself 

From head to toe 

Marvellous Me  

 
Writing  
Gives meaning to the marks 
they make 
Pencil grip 
Pre-writing patterns 
Tracing letters in name 
Writing name 
Pencil grip 
Letter formation 
 
Writing genres 
Recounts 
Character descriptions 
Stories with familiar settings 
KS1 
Information text 
 

Topic: Lovely London 
 
Text:  
Katie in London 

All Aboard the London Bus 

A Walk in London 

 
 
Writing  
Gives meaning to the marks 
they make 
Pencil grip 
Pre-writing patterns 
Tracing letters in name 
Writing name 
Pencil grip 
Letter formation 
 
Writing genres 
Recounts 
Character descriptions 
Stories with familiar settings 

 

Topic: Life Cycles 
 
Text:  
The Very Hungry Caterpillar 

 
 
 
Writing  
Gives meaning to the marks 
they make 
Pencil grip 
Pre-writing patterns 
Tracing letters in name 
Writing name 
Pencil grip 
Letter formation 
 

Writing genres 
Recounts 
Lists 
Instructions 

 

Topic: Paddock to Plate 
 
Text:  
What the ladybird heard 

Mrs Wishy’s Washy’s Farm 

Sam Sheep can’t sleep 

 
 
Writing  
Gives meaning to the marks 
they make 
Pencil grip 
Pre-writing patterns 
Tracing letters in name 
Writing name 
Pencil grip 
Letter formation 
 

Writing genres 
Recounts 
Stories with familiar settings 
 
 

Topic: Dinosaurs 
 
Text:  
Dinosaurs Love Tacos 
How do dinosaurs say good 
night? 
Dinosaur Dig  
 
Writing  
Gives meaning to the marks 
they make 
Pencil grip 
Pre-writing patterns 
Tracing letters in name 
Writing name 
Pencil grip 
Letter formation 

 
Writing genres 
Recounts 
Information text  

 

Reading 
Refer to the development matters for Flamingo Class progress. 

Writing 

Refer to the development matters for Flamingo Class progress. 

http://www.alexandra-infants.org.uk/index.asp


Alexandra Infant School 
Subject: English 

 

 

Provision- Toucan Class 
Topic: Rainforests 

 

Text:  

Only One You 

We Are Here 

Rumble in the Jungle 

Jabuti 

Papagayo  

 

Writing:  

Gives meaning to the marks 

they make 

Pencil grip 

Pre-writing patterns 

Tracing letters in name 

Writing name 

Pencil grip 

Letter formation 

 

Writing genres 

Recount 

Descriptions 

 

Reading:  

Phase 2/3 Phonics 

1:1 Reading 

Matching 

 

 

Topic: The Great Fire of 

London 

 

Text: 

Vlad and the Great Fire of 

London 

 

Writing:  

Tracing letters in name 

Writing name 

Pencil grip 

Letter formation 

 

Writing genres 

Recount 

Descriptions 

Labels 

New/own story versions 

 

Reading:  

Phase 3 Phonics 

1:1 Reading 

Sequencing 

Segmenting/blending 

Who/Where questions 

Topic: London 

 

Text:  

Katie in London 

 

We completely must go to 

London 

 

Writing:  

Gives meaning to the marks 

they make 

Pencil grip 

Writing name 

Pencil grip 

Letter formation 

 

Writing genres 

Recount 

Descriptions 

Labels/captions 

Character profiles 

Letter 

Alternative ending 

 

Reading:  

Phase 3/5 Phonics 

1:1 Reading 

Sequencing 

Segmenting/blending 

Who/Where/What/Why?  

Topic: Africa 

 

Text: 

Handa’s Surprise 

Zomo the Rabbit 

 

Writing:  

Pencil grip 

Writing name 

Pencil grip 

Letter formation 

Full stops, finger spaces 

Adjectives. 

 

Writing genres 

Recount 

Descriptions 

Labels/captions 

Riddles/Rhymes 

 

Reading:  

Phase 5 Phonics 

1:1 Reading 

Sequencing 

Segmenting/blending 

Who/Where/What/Why/How? 

Inferences  

Topic: Paddock to plate 

 

Text: 

A Year on Our Farm 

Belinda- Pamela Allen 

Rosies Walk 

 

Writing:  

Pencil grip 

Letter formation 

Full stops, finger spaces, 

Capital letters 

Adjectives 

Connectives 

 

Writing genres 

Recount 

Descriptions 

Labels/captions 

Lists 

Non chronological report 

 

 

Reading:  

Phase 3-5 Phonics 

1:1 Reading 

Sequencing 

Segmenting/blending 

Who/Where/What/Why/How? 

Inferences 

Topic: Explorers 

 

Text:  

Amelia Earheart- Little 

People, Big Dreams 

 

Ernest Shackleton, Little 

People, Big Dreams 

 

Writing:  

Pencil grip 

Letter formation 

Full stops, finger spaces 

Capital letters 

Adjectives 

Connectives 

 

Writing genres 

Recount 

Descriptions 

Labels/captions 

Invitations 

Poetry 

Adventure story 

Lists 

 

Reading:  

Phase 3-5 Phonics 

1:1 Reading 

Sequencing 

Segmenting/blending 

Who/Where/What/Why/How

? 

Inferences 

ASD PROVISION 
Within ASD Provision, the curriculum is personalised according to the needs of the children. Across the classes, children are working within EYFS, Year 1 and Year 2 and 

therefore teaching/coverage will reflect skills from these year groups 
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