
Alexandra Infant School 2021-22 
Music 

EYFS 

Ref Development Matters 

 

Y1 Y2 

 

 

 Return to and build on their previous learning, refining ideas and 

developing their ability to represent them. 

 Create collaboratively, sharing ideas, resources and skills. 

 Listen attentively, move to and talk about music, expressing their 

feelings and responses. 

 Sing in a group or on their own, increasingly matching the pitch 

and following the melody. 

 Explore and engage in music making and dance, performing solo 

or in groups.  

Early Learning Goals: 
Being Imaginative and Expressive 

 Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs. 

 Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others, and 

(when appropriate) try to move in time with music.  

 
 

        

Ref National Curriculum 

Pupils should be taught to:  

 Use their voices expressively and creatively 

by singing songs and speaking chants and 

rhymes  

 

 Play tuned and un-tuned instruments 

musically  

 

 Listen with concentration and understanding 

to a range of high-quality live and recorded 

music 

 

 Experiment with, create, select and 

combine sounds using the inter-related 

dimensions of music.  

 

Ref National Curriculum 

Pupils should be taught to:  

 Use their voices expressively and 

creatively by singing songs and 

speaking chants and rhymes  

 

 Play tuned and un-tuned instruments 

musically  

 

 Listen with concentration and 

understanding to a range of high-

quality live and recorded music 

 

 Experiment with, create, select and 

combine sounds using the inter-related 

dimensions of music.  

 

Creative Development- 
Mu1/1.2    play tuned and untuned instruments musically 

Mu1/1.3    listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live 

and recorded music 

Mu1/1.4    experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the interrelated 

dimensions of music 

ASD PROVISION 

Within ASD Provision, the curriculum is personalised according to the needs of the children. Across the classes, children are working within EYFS, Year 1 and 

Year 2 and therefore teaching/coverage will reflect skills from these year groups 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.alexandra-infants.org.uk/index.asp


Term Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
EYFS 

Planning 

and 

skills 

Music Express Unit: 

Growth and Change 

 

Area of Learning 

Physical Development 

 

Musical Focus: 

Loud and Quiet 

 

 Listen to music and 

respond with hand 

and whole body 

movements. 

 Sing a song and join in 

with a chant that 

gradually gets louder. 

 Explore loud and quiet 

instrumental sounds. 

 Listen to a poem and 

explore hand 

percussion sounds, 

which grow louder 

and quieter. 

 Explore quiet and loud 

instrumental and vocal 

sounds to create a 

mood.  

 Sing an action song 

and create hand and 

whole body 

movements. 

 Perform actions to 

accompany music. 

 Compose music using 

voices, body 

percussion, instruments 

and sound sources. 

 Respond in movement 

to loud and quiet 

drumming, and 

perform a song that 

grows louder and then 

fades away. 

Music Express Unit: 

Stories and Sounds 

 

Area of Learning 

Literacy 

 

Musical Focus: 

Structure 

 

 Use sound effects, 

instruments and 

puppets to retell stories 

from songs.  

 Listen to stories within 

songs and use 

costumes and 

instruments to create 

performances. 

 Play soundmakers and 

instruments to 

accompany songs. 

 Perform hand, arm 

and full body actions 

to accompany songs 

Music Express Unit: 

Moving Patterns 

 

Area of Learning 

Numeracy 

 

Musical Focus: 

Structure 

 

 Perform cumulative 

circle game-songs 

and chants adding in 

sounds of different 

instruments. 

 Sing cumulative songs 

with actions and 

accompaniments on 

instruments and other 

sound sources. 

 

Music Express Unit: 

Special People 

 

Area of Learning 

PSED 

 

Musical Focus: 

Beat and Tempo 

 

 Sing echo songs and 

perform greeting 

actions and 

movements to a 

steady beat. 

 Perform body actions, 

movements and 

sounds to a beat 

which sometimes stays 

the same and 

sometimes gets faster. 

 Create and perform 

actions and play 

instruments to a steady 

beat. 

 Select sounds and 

movements and use 

them expressively 

within a steady beat, 

following variable 

speeds. 

 Move, sing and play 

sounds at different 

speeds. 

 Move, sing and 

perform actions at 

speeds which illustrate 

moods and emotions. 

Music Express Unit: 

Working World 

 

Area of Learning 

Understanding the World 
 

Musical Focus: 

Texture 
 

 Explore animal 

movements, matching 

them to sounds and 

performing them 

singly and in 

combination using a 

simple graphic score. 

 Create and perform 

combinations of 

sounds used 

expressively to 

illustrate a town at 

night and day. 

 Explore and combine 

a variety of 

environmental sounds 

using litter. 

 Express feelings in 

music by responding 

to the moods 

suggested by the 

colours of the 

rainbow. 

 Create and perform a 

variety of sound 

sequences based on 

movements, first singly 

then in combination. 

 Make sequences of 

sounds with 

combinations of  

metallic instruments 

and soundmakers in a 

song and a story. 

 Use a simple graphic 

score. 

Music Express Unit: 

Going Places 

 

Area of Learning 

Communication & 

Language 

 

Musical Focus: 

High and Low (pitch) 

 

 Perform a rap using 

high and low vocal 

and instrumental 

sounds to represent 

different animal 

voices. 

 Sing songs with high 

and low notes 

reinforced with 

matching hand or 

body positions. 

 Perform a rap with 

high, medium, and low 

vocal sounds. 

 Sing a song with steps 

and leaps, 

accompanied by 

pitched instruments. 

 Sing high and low 

notes, and develop 

listening skills through 

matching movement 

to pitch. 

 Sing stepping notes 

that move up and 

down accompanied 

by tuned percussion 

and hand actions. 

Music Express Unit: 

Our Senses 

 

Area of Learning 

Expressive art and design 

 

Musical Focus: 

Timbre 

 

 Listen to sounds 

associated with the 

seaside, exploring 

them through play. 

 Match actions, vocal 

and instrumental 

sounds to experiences 

at certain times of 

day. 

 Recognise and 

explore how sounds 

can be made and 

changed. 

 Recognise and control 

a variety of ways of 

making sounds with 

paper. 

 Use the sounds 

expressively and  

descriptively. 

 Recognise and control 

ways in which using 

different actions can 

make sounds change. 

 Match body actions to 

playing instruments. 

 Create and perform 

expressive music to 

accompany narrative, 

responding to the 

graphics of a 

storyboard. 

 



Term Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Y1 

Planning 

and 

skills 

Music Express Unit: 

Ourselves 

 

Musical Focus:  

Exploring Sounds  

 Explore ways of using 

voice expressively 

 

Skills 

 Singing while performing 

actions 

 Create an expressive 

story 

 

Music Express Unit: Number 

 

Musical Focus:  

Beat 

 Explore the beat through 

movement, body 

percussion and use of 

instruments 

 

Skills 

 Develop a sense of 

steady beat 

 

 

Ella Jenkins – Rhythms Of 

Childhood 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5zcF2C-DOnE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Music Express Unit: Animals 

 

Musical Focus:  

Pitch 

 Explore pitch through the 

use of movement, voices 

and instruments 

 Create animal chant 

sounds and sequences 

 

Skills 

 Identify contrasts of high 

and low pitches 

 

Music Express Unit: Weather 

 

Musical Focus:  

Exploring Sounds  

 Use voice, movement 

and instruments to 

describe the weather 

 

Skills 

 Create expressive sounds 

through the use of voice, 

movement and 

instruments 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Music Express Unit: 

Machines 

 

Musical Focus:  

Beat 

 Explore the beat through 

movement, body 

percussion and use of 

instruments 

 

Skills 

 Combine a steady beat 

with word rhythms 

 Explore changes in 

tempo 

 

Music Express Unit: Seasons 

 

Musical Focus:  

Pitch 

 Explore pitch through 

singing, tuned percussion 

instruments and listening 

games 

 

Skills 

 Develop vocabulary of 

pitch 

 Develop understanding 

of pitch movements 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Music Express Unit: Our 

School 

 

Musical Focus:  

Exploring Sounds  

 Explore sounds found in 

the school environment 

 Investigate ways to 

produce and record 

sounds 

 Use IT to stimulate musical 

ideas related to 

geography 

 

Skills 

 Produce sounds 

 Record sounds 

 Use IT 

 

Music Express Unit: Pattern 

 

Musical Focus:  

Beat 

 Explore groups of steady 

beat (metre) through 

counting, body 

percussion and reading 

scores 

 

Skills 

 Identify groups of steady 

beat 

 Count groups of beats 

 Play a steady beat 

 

 

Brazil: Fanfarra (Cabua-

Le-Le) (Sérgio 

Mendes/Carlinhos Brown) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Cd6Kaf0ag0 

Music Express Unit: Our 

Storytime 

 

Musical Focus:  

Exploring Sounds  

 Learn how music can be 

used to tell a story 

 Create a musical story 

 

Skills 

 Identify contrasts of fast 

and slow, loud and quiet 

 Perform a musical story 

 

Music Express Unit:  

Our Bodies 

 

Musical Focus:  

Beat 

 Respond to a steady 

beat and rhythm in music 

using bodies 

 

Skills 

 Combine rhythm patterns 

with a steady beat 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Music Express Unit: Travel 

 

Musical Focus:  

Performance 

 Learn songs about travel 

and transport from 

around the world 

 

Skills 

 Develop performance 

skills 

 

Music Express Unit:  

Water 

 

Musical Focus:  

Pitch 

 Explore changes in pitch 

through the use of voices, 

movement and 

instruments 

 

Skills 

 Develop a performance 

with different vocal pitch 

shapes and tuned 

percussion 

 

 

Old Time Calypso (Love 

City Pan Dragons) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k74W4yyc4OE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5zcF2C-DOnE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Cd6Kaf0ag0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k74W4yyc4OE


 

Term Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Y2 

Planning 

and skills 

 

Music Express Unit: 

Ourselves 

 

Musical Focus: 

Exploring Sounds 

 Explore ways of using 

voice to describe 

feelings and moods 

 Build up towards a 

performance 

 

Skills 

 Create and notate 

vocal sounds 

 

 

 

Music Express Unit: 

Toys 

 

Musical Focus: 

Beat 

 Explore the beat through 

movement and playing 

as they take a scooter 

ride 

 

Skills 

 Move to a steady beat 

and sound sequences 

 Play to a steady beat 

and sound sequences 

 Control changing tempo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Music Express Unit: 

Our Land 

 

Musical Focus: 

Exploring Sounds 

 Explore timbre and 

texture in relation to 

descriptive sounds 

 Listen to and perform 

music inspired by myths 

 

Skills 

 Develop understanding 

of timbre and texture 

 Perform music 

 

 

 

Music Express Unit: 

Our Bodies 

 

Musical Focus: 

Beat 

 Respond to a steady 

beat and rhythm in 

music using bodies 

 Use body percussion and 

instruments to play 

rhythm patterns 

 

Skills 

 Develop a sense of 

steady beat 

 Respond to music 

 Play rhythm patterns 

 

 

No Place Like (Kerry 

Andrew) 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p05dtp73 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Music Express Unit: 

Animals 

 

Musical Focus: 

Pitch 

 Link animal movements 

with pitch movement 

 Use voices and tuned 

instruments to explore 

pitch line notation 

 

Skills 

 Develop understanding 

and recognition of 

changing pitch 

 Interpret pitch line 

notation 

 

Music Express Unit: 

Number 

 

Musical Focus: 

Beat 

 Explore steady beat and 

rhythm patterns 

 Play beats and patterns 

from Renaissance Italy to 

West Africa 

 Create own body 

percussion , voices and 

instruments 

 

Skills 

 Play beats and patterns 

from a variety of musical 

genres 

 Create own rhythm 

patterns 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Music Express Unit: 

Storytime 

 

Musical Focus: 

Exploring Sounds 

 Explore famous pieces to 

stimulate composition 

 Interpret a story board 

with sound effects 

 Create own ideas using 

voices and percussion 

 

Skills 

 Interpret sound effects 

 Develop own ideas 

 Develop use of voice 

and percussion 

instruments 

 

Music Express Unit: 

Seasons 

 

Musical Focus: 

Pitch 

 Develop understanding 

of pitch through 

movement, songs and 

listening games 

 Become familiar with 

pitch shapes 

 

Skills 

 Understand pitch shape 

 Perform a variety of 

musical arrangements 

using understanding of 

pitch shape 

 

 

The Green Fuse (James B. 

Wilson) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Du5ly3jGlo 

 

 

Music Express Unit: 

Weather 

 

Musical Focus: 

Exploring Sounds 

 Provide opportunities to 

create descriptive 

sounds and word 

rhythms about the 

weather 

 Provide opportunities to 

create raps and songs 

about the weather 

 Create a class 

composition 

 

Skills 

 Create descriptive 

sounds 

 Create word rhythms 

with raps and songs 

 Compose using voice 

and instruments 

 

Music Express Unit: Pattern 

 

Musical Focus: 

Beat 

 Use body percussion and 

instruments to create, 

play and combine 

minibeast rhythms 

 Use simple notation to 

create, play and 

combine minibeast 

rhythms 

Skills 

 Create, play and 

combine rhythms 

 Use simple notation to 

create rhythms 

 Use simple notation to 

play rhythms 

 Use simple notation to 

combine rhythms 

 

 

Music Express Unit: 

Water 

 

Musical Focus: 

Pitch 

 Sing and play a variety 

of pitch shapes using 

movement and reading 

from scores 

 Create a class 

composition describing 

the sounds and 

creatures of a pond 

 

Skills 

 Sing a variety of pitch 

shapes 

 Play a variety of pitch 

shapes 

 Create a descriptive 

composition 

 

 

Music Express Unit: 

Travel 

 

Musical Focus: 

Performance 

 Learn a Tanzanian game 

song 

 Accompany a travelling 

song using voice and 

instruments 

 Listen to an orchestral 

piece and improvise 

own descriptive ‘theme 

park’ music 

 

Skills 

 Play accompaniment to 

a song 

 Improvise 

 

Ghana: Kye Kye Kule 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p05dtp73
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Du5ly3jGlo

